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X. aFHoU GH I have had the Misfortune to 3p; 
2 an unworthy Member of your Houle, : af kd 
am expelled, aceordingly; from my Seat in 
* —— J am not by that Vote (which was 
9 eee to the people of EAglun than I Hal ar this | 
FPime explain) — cen of the common Benefits of Life, 
2 Liberty, or any other Enjoyment of a rational Being. And 
I do not think I can bettet beſtow my Time, or employ 
7 theſeAdvantages, than in doing all in my Power to pre: 
ſerve them to others as well as my ſelf, and in aſſerting the 
Rigbt of my Felow Subjects againft any thin ing. a & 
apprehend to be an Bnerojchment upon Vihar ey On 
to enjoy as Men, 2 what they are legally ee 
1 Bagliſpmen, ot; if you will, as Brian. 
This, Sir, is all che Apology 1 ſhalt make 
'F adtceiggg 40 U in is pulffek nager qe jar 
concerning che R- ne making its Way With all = 
„ „ through, yout"Houl and the whole 
JF £282! Legiſlature. 


3 . 


Legiſlature. I ſhall examine this Matter as well as Haſte 
Will allow me, and therefore muſt recite as diſtinctly as 
JI can what you gave me ia Diſcourſe as the Sub- 
ſtance of this iutended Law, to wit, 8 


HAF whereas by an Act of Parliament, in 

- © the Fhirteenth and Fourteenth Years of his late 
_* Majeſty King Charles the Second, intituled, An Act for 
* the Uniformity of Publick Prayers, and the Adminiſtration 


© of the Sacrament, and other Rites and Ceremonies ; and 


r Eftabliſhing the Form of Making, Ordaining, and Cof- _ 


* fecrating Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons in the Church of 
England; it is among other Things enacted, that 
every School-Maſter keeping any Publick or Private 
School, and every Perſon Inſtructing and Teaching any 
Youth or Private Family, as a Tutor or School-Maſter, 
ſhould ſubſcribe before his or their Reſpective Biſhop, or 
Archbiſhop, or Ordinary of the Dioceſs, a Declaration or 
Acknowledgment, in which among other Things is 
contained as follows;----viz. I A. B. do declare, that J will 
conform to the Liturgy of the Church of England, as it is 
nom by Lam Eſtabliſb d. And if any School: Maſter or other 
Perſon inſtructing or teaching Touth in any Private School 
or Famiiy as a Tutor or School. Maſter, before Licenſe obtain- 
ed from the Reſpective Archbiſhop or Ordinary of the Dioceſa, 
According tothe Laws and Statutes of this Realm, for which be 
*. ſhould pay 1 2d. only, and before Subſcription and Acknowledge 
ment made as aforeſ aid; then every ſuch School-Maſter or other 
inſtructing or teaching as aforeſaid,” ſhould for the firſt Of 
* fence 772 Three Months Imprijoument without Bail, and 
* far every ſecond, and other ſuch Offence, ſhould ſuffer Three 
* Months Impriſonment without Bail or Mainprize, and al- 
* ſo. forfeit to his Majeſty the Sum of j J. 
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© © And whereas notwithſlanding the faid AQ, Sund ey 
© Papiſts and other Perſons diſſenting from the Church 

© of Exgland, have taken upon them to Iaſtruct ang 
T RT TR Teach 
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Teach Youth as Tutors and School-Maſters, and have 


ſet up Schools and Serinaries for the Education of 


©: feveral Perſons, in Reading, Scholaſtick, Academi-, 
cal or other Literature. . 'Whereby, if due 
Aland ſpeedy Remedy be not had, great Danger might en- 
ue to this Church and State. For the making the ſaid 
L recited Act more effectual, and for preventing the 
„. Danger 2forcſhids*:;! :: 1% 0] OT 
 F . © Be it enacted by the Queen's moſt Excellent, &c. 
That every Perſon or Perſons who ſhall from and after 
the e next enſu- 
ing, keep any Publick or Private School or Seminary, 
or Teach or Inſtruct any Youth as Tutor or School- 
Maſter, or School-Miſtreſs, in Reading, Scholaſtick, 
Academical, or other Literature, within that Part of 
Great Britain called England, the Dominion of Wales, 
or Town of Berwick uopn Tweed, before ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall- have Subſcribed the Declaration or Ac- 
knowledgment before recited, and ſhall have had and ob- 
taind a Licenſe from the Reſpe &ive Archbiſhop or Bi- 
ſhop, or Ordinary of the Place, under his Seal of Of, 
fice, for which the Party ſhall Paß and no more; 
and in Caſe ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be thereof con- 
victed by the Oath of or more credible Witneſs or 
Witneſſes, before any or more Juſtice or Jultices 
of the Peace within any County, Riding, City, or 
. Town Corporate, where ſuch Offence ſhall be commit- 
ted in that Part of Great Britain called England; which' 
Oath ſuch Juſtice or Jultices are hereby impowered and 
required to Adminiſter, : and ſhall, and may. Pro- 
vided always, and be it hereby-enaQed, That no Li- 
cenſe ſhall be granted by any Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or 
7 Ordinary, unleſs the Perſon or Perſons vw ho ſue for the 
fame, ſhall produce a Certificate of his, her, or their 
| 2 © having received the Sacrament according to the Uſage 
of the Church of England, _—_ Pariſh- Church with- 
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* Grant: of ſucl Licenſe under the Hand o 
gor until ſgeh Perſon or Por ſons ſhall have taken and fub- 
© {eribed the Oaths of Allegiance and Suptemacy,andAbja- 
© ration, as appointed hy Law, beſore the ſaid Archbiſhop, 
*: Biſhop, or Ordinary; which faid Oaths the faid Archbi- 

4 pf ſhop, Biſhop or Otdinary, are hereby impowered and 

f required to Adminiſter. And be it further enacted by the 
Autherity aſdrefaid, That any Perſon who (hall have 
© obtain'd & Licenſe and ſubſtribed the Declaration, and 
1 ſubſcribed the Oaths above appointed, and 
© ſhould at any Time aſter, during the Time of his, her, 

Dor their keeping any Publick or Private School or Se. 
mingry, or inſtructing any Youth as Tutor or School. 

I Maſter, in Reading, Scholaſtick, Academical, or o: 

_ © cher Literature, knowing or willingly reſort to, oer 
be preſent at ary Conventicle, Aſſembly, or Meeting, 
Within Englaud, Wales, or Town of Berwick on Tweed, 
for the Bxerciſt of Religion in any other Manner than 
according to the Liturgy and Practico of the Church of 
England; or ſhall kao wing or willingly be preſent at any 
* Meeting or Aſſembly for the Exerciſe of Religion, attho? 
the Liturgy be there uſed, where Her Majeſty (whom 
God long Preſerve} and the Princeſs Sophia, or ſuch o: 
* "<a an time to time be awfully appointed to 
be pray'd ſor, ſhall not there be pray'd fob in expreſss 

Words, according to the Liturgy of the Church ef 'Eng- 
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Provided always, That any Perſon who ſhall find 
him or themſelèes aggrieved by any ſuch Judgment 
7 the faid Juſtice or Juſtices; may appeal to the general! 
Meeting of the Juſtides of the Peace of the next Quar- 


ter Seſſſons, to be held for the County, Riding, City, 
« or Town Corporate, where the Offence ſhall have been 
< committed; eee ee chro anc then 4 
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. Enel to hear and determine the fame, and no o Certiora- 

| L © af 155 be allowed to remove any Coneiction, or other 
Fro deeding for ar Concerning any Matter or. Thing in 
3 „wier AR contained, but the 18 ace ſhall proceed 
3 a * thereupon, any. lüch Writ'or Writs, of CAE: not- 

„ withtanding. And be it fucther Enacted b el the Au- 

| 3 © thority aforefaid, That if any Perſon licenſed as afore-. 


1 © ſaid ſhall. teach any other Catechiſm than the Cate- 
"7 © chiſm fer forth in che Liturgy of the Church of Exg-. 
und, or an Expoſition thereo allowed, or hereafter. to. 
be allowed by the Bifhop of the Diocels, 1 Licence of 
| * ſuch Perſon, ſhall f:om thenceforth be and 
| 1 - ſuch Perſon, ſhall be liable to And he.” 
Lit EnaRted by the Authority, ae Tha it ſhall 
and may be Efe to and for the Biſhop of che Dioceſs, 
Dor other pr y ed Ordinary, to cite any Perſon or, Perſons: 
L 2 ping School. 200 c 10 595 
3 4 12 8 as aforefaid; a proceed. .againſt ai 
7 | aniſh ſuch Perſon ' or Perfons by kcelefi altical Cen- 
- 1 6&1 re, this AQ or a other Law to dhe contra nbt⸗ 
+ | ©vithRtandi 17 Ptovſded alwa 985 That no 1 8 n Of. 
„ feriding againft this Act ſhall be ae M br t 


A © fame Offence, 7 

| . "here lias not; FT: Gate" 955 Bi 1 . 90 Fl talked! 

= l J Definition 8 r Deſcription * been made of What. 

this fame Schiſm is; not has it, been Hunt 15 py 10d 
| hi whiether "the & Woes is to be 'taks 
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The firſt Thing that occurs. to me on this Occaſion,  ® 


1s, That by the AR of Union, the Churches of Eng- 
land and Scotland are equally exempted from any Inno- 
2112 SETY 1 4 | 4 , 1 lit 55 he 3.4 ; 
vation. The Schilm ſeems to be too Geographical, - for 
as the Whole aired Kingdom js equally under the Care of 
the Parliament, it ſeems. a great Omiſſion, that Diſſen- 
ters in the North Part of Britain ſhould not be as much 
diſcouraged as they are in the South: According to Ju- 
ſtice, Epiſcopal Clergy ſhould be under the ſame Difad- 
vantages. in Seotlepa, a5 Diſſenting-Teachers are in Eng- 
lad. hut let us, according to the Bill, keep to Schiſm 
ä / TECH O2 
By this: Bill, without Regard to any thing done in- 
favour of the Diſſenters in the Reign of K. William, (who: 
by the Way was as much King of England as K. Charles) 
this AQ of King Charles the Second, of Pious Memory, 
e and certain Breaches againſt it 
ueged as a Reaſon for bringing in this. © Ta the firſt Year: 
of King William and Queen Mary, of ever bleſſed and. 


. 
. 


 glotious Memory, an AR paſſed. to exempt the, Proreſ- 

rant Subjects diſſenting from: certain Laws; among 
which certain Laws, recited this of the 13th and 14th 
of King Charles the Second. OO .. 
This Act therefore, in a ſtealing and too artful a manner, 


© 
T £ 


takes away the Toleration of -Diſſeoters ; for:the. Force 


PETE Ve oP; . 6 e 11 | . 5 Ji | 
of it is direQed to take place in Confirmation of a Law, 


Te they are expreſly;defended againſt by the ſaid. Act 
of T ) erat ion. Is this done like Ne! ghbour to Neigh- 


bout? Like Engliſoman to Enzliſpman? Give me leave 


to tell you, Sir, tho' you. Senators may do what you 

plea 110 ons anotlier, may do. what, you pleaſe with the 

Perſons of yours Members, We. without:Doors know, 

Ou to be only gur Attorneys, and that you are.nat. ſent, 

_ thither to impoſe; your, Angers, Paſſions,. or Prejudices, 

upon particular Perſops ot Parties, but to propoſe St 
an 


” 


and impartially, „ of natural 
| civil Right, Matters Which may befor the Benefit of the 
= % ans 


* 


2 
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Whole Kingdom. Now, Sir, I fay, if the Purpoſe of 
this Bill be to deprive the Diſſenters of the Liberty of 


receiving Inſtructors into their Families, or publick 


 School-mafters or School. miſtreſſes but under the above- 
mentioned Reſtrictions, this Bill is to deprive them of 
all Right, both Natural, Religious, and Civil. 
It is inconſiſtent with the Natural and Ot iginal Right 
of Mankind; for it is an undoubted Truth, that Men 
have as much Right to the Means of Knowledge as to 
the Means of Life: To abridge Men (where there is 


no Guilt) ofa Natural Right, bywa ſmall Penalty, is as un- 


juſt; tho? not as cruel, as to ahridge them of ſueh Right 
by a greater Penalty. And you may, with equal Juſtice, 
take away the Lives of the Diſſenters, as puniſhthe Diſ- 
ing Children their ο wg. 
This is a Step of the highelt Degree of Viofaxion, and 
there can be no Propreſs further but cutting their FThroats; 
it is going much fatter than our Neighbour Nation went in 
the like Deſign. By the Batt of Nartes in France, the Ha 
gonots' had Liberty f Conſcience and Toleration; by 
that Edict they had Univerſities of their own, namely; 
Sedan and Saumur. Theſe ſuhſiſted till alittle while be- 
fore the Revocation of the Edict. Private Schools ſub- 
ſiſted to the laſt. Proteſtants fig breed their Chil- 


ſenters in their Liberty or their Eſtates for inſtruct- 


dren with Papiſts if they would; but Papiſts were diſcou- 


riged if they fent their Cindren to Proteſtants; but 
fill Proteſtants: might educate their Cinldren their own 
way; ſo if you pleaſe it may be Here. Ir is 'endugh for 
our Church to let Diſſenters educare no Children but their 
own, and if they will ſend their Children to us for gu! 
cation, they may be welcome; further to go is againſt all 

natural Juſtice! n TION MTH6 
As to Religious Right; our Bleſſed Saviour and! rg 
Apoſtles neither uſed or» directed any other 15 


- 


told from the Pulpit by our beſt Divines, chat u che 


fu ſt 


"=" II ; 9 
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1heft-GemueitsOnll. po! ogies for. the 8 bit ian Religion 
.conflancly. inſiſted on ibis as a Hundlamental Truth, 
That it was unlaw ful, to reſtrain Mea ſfhm the Mears 3 
of laltructian in the dliſſerent arms of. Religion, Jo 
148 againſt che Iatereſt of ,ghe; Ghurgh Of Englaud, ait is 
a Proteſtant Church id general; for it ib dhe Chamdte- 
Hitigk! of Proteſtant Churches de admit with at Can- 
dour che Labesty of ſtudying the Scriptureg, and kom- 
quently of teaching and being taught them. The Senip- © 
uxes cby being open to Men who are} not alle ed to BW 
Commune With Others upon them, and leatn from 9 
avhom,;!they. pleaſe with all Freedom), May ſerve ion = 
ly. to aggra vate their Guilt in conforming; to what 
they in their ee ee may think Criminal. The 
Heſign of the, Loleration-Act was to give Eaſe to 
ſcrupulous Conſciences; that, ſuppoſes there ate Men 
Who. ee 8 dane Cook cience Communicate With 4 
| IAG and tlie Diſability, («f,mbith;\the Diſſenter himſelf in 
the only Judge) is n ſagigene Ground for Ladulgence i- 
him.. CUES BY 47 "RF 
f a Man, >GADBOE in Conſcience Himself 3 | 
Ste, he willchiok Ap ſelk pbligeth te alarm; his Son a: 

5 gainſt ohr, Brrouig. baten, Vim thinks che beſt Way 
to Heaven, i, cd, he, monſtrous net c Ihew his 

| Clntd z and if, he is debarred, from chat, he is/perſequred 

in a Circumſlance more griavous to him, thanlif i be-were 
to guffer in Reputation, Fortune, Limb or-doifs. !The 

| ig is gon Whether; Mag be e Hours in- 
der that, Miftake, aad! tor his, Sing 4d-thaty (if che: das 
not diſturb the Puhlick Peace) he Wesen God. 
But r fo) 1 (vo; E 
ils 125 government, a5 Vids de eg may hiotler, 3 

im from propagating his Opinion among thoſe ho con- 
k thg,ſpharghp hut ũt aber Mir RGA nnd 
= my E dhereſpre canoqt at alli hinder him from er- 
ö I own way, and educating is Childtan inn 
| ee eẽmu Red % Unger mont ere 
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The Mahometans are as much perſuaded of the Truth 


LA 
# 
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of what they Proſeſs, as Men can be; and yet, generally 


ſpeaking, they ſuffer the Greeks, and Armeniaus, to 
breed their Children their own Way. What Allowance 


God will give Erroneous Conſciences, it is not our Bu- 


ſineſs to Enquire; but as an Erroneous may be a ſincere 
Conſcience, we fh 


ould be Barbarous in pretending to Op- 
preſs or put Hardſhips upon it: The Welfare of their 
Children is as dear to the Diſſenters, as their own; and 
if Men would make it their own Caſe, it would not re- 
quire a moment's Thought to determine, in favour of this 
Unhappy, threatned People. ER =. 


Now as to Civil Right. As Engli/amen, they are poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Law in their Favour, which indulges them in 
the Exerciſe of their Religion ;and where there is a Right 
to a Benefit, there are ſuppoſed to go along with it, the 


' neceſſary means of attaining that Right; Theſe Means are 
intercepted, when Education towards enjoy ing this Right is 
prohibited. The plain and fair method of doing what is 
intended by this Act, had been to have numbered the Diſ- 


ſenters, and to have made a Law, that none ſnould diſſent 


from the Church, after the Deceaſe of the Perſons men- 
' tioned in a following Lift, and ſo to have named all the 


preſent Schiſmaticksʒ for bidding ſingle Perſonsamong them 


to Marry, tillthey had Conformed. This had been perhaps 


more Offenſive at firſt View, but it had not been ſo Inju- 


rious as this Bill will appear, upon Reflection; For it 
is a much leſs Evil, to prevent the Encreaſe of Mankind, 


© 


Rights, after they are come into the Worl 
22 Fa 1 1 f ab (4 bi; 244 7 : 


than to debar them of their Natural, Religious, and Civil 


But let us confider this matter more cloſcly, and exa- 
mine this'Bills Fig, as & mar affe the Tranquility 
cos Laan . 


(14) 
of the Nation in General : And Secondly, as it will 
affe& the Proſperity of the Church of England, for the 
ny and Benefit of which it is pretended to be cal- 
It - : SE f Es 


As to the Publick Peace, it will naturally bring that 
into the utmoſt Diſtraction, by alienating the Affections of 


Families, Neighbourhoods, and Corporations from each 


ple, th 


other, by Ten thouſand little Incidents, which cannot he 
provided againſt, or deſcribed ; Converſation throughout 
the Kingdom will turn upon this Subject; and this Peo- 

ePillznters, as well as thoſe who have any Com- 
paſſion for them, will be marked out, to be the Scorn 
and Deriſion of thoſe who are averſe to them; and 


they, on the other ſide, will be filled with Rage and In- 


dignation againſt ſuch their Adverſaries. 


Men who are old enough to remember the manner of 
Executing the Laws formerly Enacted againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, will inform you, that Conſtables attended by 
Guards, and Commiſſion- Officers at the Head of Files 
of Armed Men, uſed to viſit Meetings, and conduct the 
poor Wretches to Goals, for calling upon and worſhip- * 
ing God their own way. Let any one read the Tryal of 


Den and Mead, and he will ſee the Spirit of thoſe Days: 
The whole Nation was made-up of Criminals and Accu- 


fers, and both believed they were doing Service to God. 
But as this Bill is in it ſelf to the laſt degree Cruel, e- 


ven ſuch as it is, it is not preſerved ſo well againſt a Li- 


L 


centious Execution of it, as the Law directs in leſs Caſes. 


However well diſpoſed Miniſters and Officers may be, 
it is for the Good of Mankind, to put as many Checks 
againſt an Arbitrary Exexciſe of Power as paſſible; but 
this Bill puts the whole Body of Diſlenters, nee ugh 

w | | Perſons, 


E 


: * Perſons, as may be piek d out, by one Officer of State, to 


Exerciſe it in the moſt Summary and Paſſionate manner. 


According to this Bill, if, in any future Reign, a Chan- 
cellor ſhould be an Enemy to that diſtreſſed People, he 


may bring a Perſecution upon them, by naming proper 
Sets of Juſtices of the Peace, and himſelf fit well ex- 
2 cuſed from their Irregularities; for tho he might know it 
in their Tempers to be violent, he is not accountable for 


their Practice, nor are they themſelves in terrour of Ap- 
peals, for Arbitrary Conduct. There are Squires enough 
in this Kingdom, ready to diſtreſs Presbyterians with the 
” utmoſt Rigour, tho they know no more why they are an- 
> gry with a Presbyterian, than a Turkey- Cock why it 
-* raiſes its Creſt at a Man whiſtling at him. They are bred 
in a Prejudice againſt them, and will fall upon them 
with as little Conſideration, as Beaſts of Prey do on thoſe 
Animals, which Inftin& prompts them to Seize. 


* Such Judges as theſe this Bill would give a Court 
Power to appoint, for pronouncing the laſt Deciſion in 
> Caſes of the higheſt Conſequence, tho the Law gives an 
Appeal from them in the loweſt Diſputes of Property! 


Nov let us conſider how this Bill will affect the Church 
of England. It will bring upon it great and unanſwera- 
ble Scandal. It will give Arguments to her Enemies, that 
> he is conſcious of her Inability to defend her ſelf by 
Keaſon and Truth, when ſhe flies to the Secular Power 
to take off her Diſſenters. It will carry in it all the 
> Guilt which we object againſt the Roman Catholicks, in 
= founding her Power in the blind Obedience of the Peo- 
ple, and not in the Conviction of their Minds. 
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When we have done this, and uſed Force in our gain- 
ing Proſelytes, why ſhould not the Church of Rome, 
which has more Force, employ it all in reducing us, who 
are, they ſay, Schiſmaticks from them? Can any thing be 
juſter than to make Us ſuffer, what We in the ſame caſe 
impoſe on others? Add to this, we ſhall proſecute them 
for omitting what our Church cannot pronounce Neceſſa- 
Ty to Salvation; the Roman Catholicks would aſſault 
Us for what they think Damnable, and what they think 
they are obliged, in Conſcience, to avenge and extirpate. 


The Diſſenters have a Law made in their Favour, ſince 


which there has been alſo Care taken, by another Law, to 


prevent their Capacity from any ſhare of Power to give 
us Diſturbance. What have they done, to make it need- 
ful to take further Securities againſt them? If they have 


done nothing, it is the utmoſt Barbarity to take any Right 


from Men, who have committed no Offence: Have our 
own Clergy remonſtrated, that this is Neceſlary for their 
Intereſt or Safety? Do they ſay they are too buſie in de- 
bauching their Flocks? Do our Univerſities ſay, their A- 
cademies breed Men too hard for them in Diſpute? Do not 
Diſſenters pay Dues and Tithes like the reſt of their 
Congregations, tho' they maintain alſo Paſtors in their 
own Way? Can we not believe them to act Conſcienci- 
ouſly, when they are contented to have no part in the 
Honours and Profits from the Service of their Country, 
and put themſelves alſo to double Expence to enjoy their 
Religion? yi h 4 

This is a moſt extraordinary Point, at this time of 
Day; When other Nations are plagued with 1 
and Ecclefiaſtical Tyranny, ſhall we from the Example 
of their Miſery ſet up, or make a ſtep towards ſuch Iy- 
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rannies ? Shall we at this time offer to make a Comple- 
ment to the moſt Pure, Learned, and Apoſtolick Church 


in the World, of unjuſt Means to ſubdue their Oppo- 
nents? Will you not at leaſt have the Senſe of the on- 
vocation, now Sitting, before you take Meaſures to the 
Impeachment of their Reputation as Caſuiſts? . 


But to uſe Force is not the way to ſubdue them it ĩs againſt 
Nature and common Senſe to think they are to be gained by 
ſuch Methods. Good- ill opens the way to Men's Hearts, 
and the Toleration has thinned Presbyterian Aſſemblies 
more than any rigid Means could ever have done. No 


Man is perſuaded by him who hates him, but all are 


eaſily prevailed upon by thoſe who love em. The Dif- 
ſenters are quite another kind of People, than they were 


before the Toleration. By this Indulgence to them, it is 
a known Obſervation, that they are brought imo the Me- 


thods of Life in common with the beſt and moſt polite 
People, and Crowds of the Generations which have grown 
up under the Toleration have conformed to the Church, 
from the Humanity of that Law. The Fathers of Fa- 
milies have, perhaps, found ſome Pain in retracting their 
Errors, and in going into new Communities and Conver- 
ſations; but we ſee thouſands connive at the Conformi- 
ty of their Children, the Parents have been ſecretl 

pleaſed at their Sliding into that Oeconomy, for which 
the Fear of the Imputation of Self-intereſt, or Apo- 
ſtacy prevented them in their own Perſons to declare. 


And yet all of a ſudden, without any manner of Pro- 
vocation, a Million of her Majeſty's Subjects are to have 
the Law, by which they enjoy the deareſt Bleſſings of 
Life, taken from them. An, Act that will certainly gain 
to us all that are not worth having, and make thoſe who 
are animated by Virtue and Piety more averſe * us. 
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wars 2 

They will have a juſter Exception againſt us from this 
very Act than es bat before. Kind Treatment every 
Day brought new Proſelytes amongft us, and they were 
inſenſibly wrought into our Sentiments; but either as 
Mev, or as Chriſtians, they muſt abhor the thought of 
_adhereing to us out of Fear. This Motive is in it felf a 
faulty one, for reſigning not only any Tenet of Religi- 
ON, * of common igation. Paſſive Obedience is 
ſaid to be a Doctrine of the Church of England, but it 
4 is a terrible Article to be made the firſt in the Cate- 
li chiſm, as it would be ta thoſe who are to come in upon 


| | When we conſider the putting this Law in Exec U- E 
tion, there cannot be a more pleaſant Image preſented to 
the Imagination, than a poor Schiſmatick School-Miſtreſs * 
brought before a zealous angry Squire for tranſgreſſing 

this Act, and teaching one Presbyterian, yet little more 

than an Animal, in what the Letter D differed from the 
Letter B; maliciouſly inſinuating to another Schiſmatick 
aged five Years old, without Licence from the Ordinary, 
that O is round; and not contenting her ſelf with ly 1 
ſhow ing to the {aid Schiſmaticks the Letters of a certain 
Book covered with Horn; but inſtructing the ſaid Here: 
ticks to put them together, and make Words of them; as 
appears by the Affidavit of one who heard one Infant 
ih Schiſmatick ſay, of, of, another o b, 6b. Prodigious 
( that a Church adorned with ſo many Excellent and 
þ Learned Members, ſupplied by two famous Univerſities ® 
both endowed with ample Revenues, Immunities, and lu. 
riſdictions, ſhould be affronted with the offer of being 
reinforced with Penal Laws againſt the Combination of 
Women and Children! Lou might with the ſame Pro 
rler provide againſt Schiſmarick Nr. 
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This AR ſeems ſuch a Violation of Natural Juſtice, that 


it may be made a Queſtion whether it ought to oblige, 


| 3 after it is enacted. I am ſure it is ſuch, that if the Diſ- 
ſenters are to conſider whether they willobey it, or fly into 


another Nation, they muſt chuſe the latter; and Lands 


untenanted, or Tenants diſabled by the loſs of balf a 


Million of People, will be ſenfibly felt by the Incumbents 


on ſwall Livings. Now I have mentioned ſmall Livings, 


Why does no ody repreſent, that in Hales, and ſome 
Parts of England, Men in Holy Orders are oed to ſuis- 


ſiſt with an Income below that of Day-Labovrers? Ft y 


do not you, while you are courting the Clergy, be 


1 this particular? If you go on in uch Deſigus as th |, 

will it not Suffice? No: this would be nothing but Cua- 

rity and Pictys and would carry no Point for thoſe of 
0 


the Clergy w 


affect Power and Grandeur, and lend the 


Word Church to promote Secular Ends, to the Diſpa- 


ragement of God's Holy Word of which they are unwor- 
> thy Diſpencers. TT 


It is poſſible Biſhops. that are given to Preaching, and 
Miniſters - who are in earneſt in their ſacred Calling, 
would be enough obliged by ſuch Acts in favour of their 
Indigent Brethren; but what would that do towards pul- 
ling down what they call % Faction? Godly Clergymen 


cant do that Service which is neceſſary; Self-denial, 
Mieekneſs and Charity are too flow Inſtruments for Men 
of Diſpatch and Buſineſs. . 133 | 


But it is to be hoped the Fallacy of uſing the Pretence of 


| 3 | the Church in Caſes which are ſo far from promoting Ræli- 
gion, that they ſcandalize and diſparage it, will be thorough- 


ly underſtood, before ſuch à deſtrüctive Bill, as this, can. 


2 gothrough any Part of the Legiſlature; tho if it ſtiou'd, 


It: 


> 
. 
A 
1 
N 
2 
33 
* 
3 
1 
21 of 
ao 
bs 
or 
bt 41 


—— 
— * — — — 


"a 200% 

it is Rill t to be hoped Her Majeſty will confirm to her 
ſelf the Love and Affection of all who have a true Senſe 
of Religion, by rejecting a Bill ſo terrible to ſcrupulous 
Conſciences, and which can be ſerviceable to none but 
ſuch as have no Senſe of Conſcience at all, ſuch: as have 
ſo entirely forgotten what it is that they have no No- 
tion of the 9 it may give others. | 


No Man can exert himſelf on a, more worth y,. or i 
more important Occaſion, than in Oppoſition. to this 
Bill; and if it is at laſt rejected by Her Majeſty, ſne 
will do as great a Service to true Piety, and the Intereſts 
of the Church, as Queen Eſther did, when ſhe averted z 
the Extirpation of the eus. | =_ 


He that will in the leaſt reflect, can hive no room to 2 | 
believe, that the Intereſt of Religion can be advanced by 


"this Bill. Therefore as it cannot truly concern the 


Church to have it take place, let us ſee a little how the | 
paſling of it into a Law would be Uſeful to the State. 


The great Points to be conſidered at this Jundure in | 


Aeris on any publick Circumſtance, is how the mat- 


ter before mee will PR the Houſe of Hannover, or the 3 


11 IR eb ahead y Fe that this Fiete 2 
eilt our Proteſtant Brethren may be a fatal Fehse 1 
to the Roman Catholick N to — its 5 Force 
. to ſuppreſs Us. 5 5 | 5 


If we look ok upon "the Pla is dic from the Court : We 3 | 
n undoubted Intelligence, N there are Men carried 
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valier at Bar. le,. Dur: That ſeveral of the Clans in Scot- 
is WW 7and ſeem to expect with impatience his Arrival in that 
t Part of the Kingdom, in Hopes of Ravaging the Eſtates 
of Gentlemen, remarkable for their Zeal to the Houſe 
of Hanover. If you pleaſe to conſult the Members 

2X for that Part of Britain, they will not difſemble their 


Fears on this Occaſion. This Pretender himſelf is ſt ill 
r at Bar-le-Dac, notwithſtanding the repeated Inſtances 
is to remove him; and the King of France, his antient 
e Friend and Patron, is ſo little careful to manage it de- 
s cently towards Us, that he does not only ſuffer him to 
d ſtay at Bar-le-Duc, but in further Contempt of us, the 
Great Monarch is building an Harbour at Mardy#e, to 
ſerve in the ſame ſtead, that Dunkirk did heretofore. 


Now when there are theſe melancholly ProſpeAs be» 
fore our Eyes; when no one of the Family of Hanover, 
tho long expected, is yet arrived in this Kingdom; and 
when many Weak People are under ſtrange Apprehenſi- 

ons, becauſe the Proclamation for bringing the Pretender 
1 2X to Juſtice, in caſe he ſhould Land here, is put off; I fay, 
when many things paſs every Day on which Facodztes 

make Reffections to their own Advantage, and ordinary 
People, who cannot judge of Reaſons of State, put all theſe 
VB _— together, it creates in them a Chagrin and Unea- 
7 fineſs, which will be mightily enereaſed by the paſſing a 
Bill that may be to the Mortification of the meaneſt Per- 
ſons in the Proteſtant Cauſe. 


It is therefore no time to do athing, which will take off 
3 'the Hands and Purſes of Half a Million of People, as 
Friends to the Houſe of Hanover; Half a Milionof Peo- 

Ples, as Enemies to the Pretender. 1 
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Irthis Bill paſſes, and * N nn 
our Coaſt, I would fain know what,could move a Diſſen- 
ter to lift an Hand, or employ a Shilling againſt Him? 
Ne has at preſent ne hopes af Preferment, and would by this 
Bill be under daily Apprehenfions of the loſs of the To- 


leration, as to himſelf, as well as being wholly: bereft of 


it as to his Poſterity. He would have certainly Promiſes 


from” the n of Liberty of Conſcience, and he g | 
could but have thoſe Promifes broken, as in this Caſe he 


would have it to ſay they had been before, aud muſt ex- 


pect ſome" Sweetneſſes at a new Change ſor ſtanding 
_ Neuter;' or exerting himſelf for the Invader. Thus he 

would rather, accordibg to his on Intereſt, with an 
Invader Succefs than Diſappointment; add to this, ſome i 


Pleaſure in the revengeful Hope of ſeeing us, who had 
ots him, fall ista the me e, ob 


a VN 


that the other Pamphlets may — as welhag the 


Criſie and the Eng liſuman. Give myj Service to poor Tom 
and Ned. I muſt confeſs they wers the laſt I forgave, hut! 
have forgiven them too now. Lam thoroughly convinced, 
fince this Bills that 'I was not worthy; For nom you. have | 


tazen upon you Edeltfiaſtical Matters, and I ſheuld ugt have 
kndwen how to behave my __ Aer 
on of Saints. PI 31 
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al 1 doubt nat, Sin but nnn Ta- 
lene will beemployed againſt this pernicious HM: To | 
ſen ſtreduouſhi, will che h har Refe- and | 
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This dear 8 i ll Lhave to- trouble: you. 1 this 2 
| Occaſionʒ and tho? you aecuſed me of being caſt dawn 
with my Expolſionsyouſee Ichave nat Dunn d houtomeve, 
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odelty which cannot incline you to bear hard 2. 
ainſt Perſons or Things, when you happen to be with x 
ajorityz and that Reſolution which prompts you 10 


pooh what: outhink nw, tho' under the TIO 


— Minority. 
Tour moſt Oledient, 
; .. Henble Bw 
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